PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

selves by setting up prohibitions and backing
them up with threats of punishment. clf you
do this/ they will say,' that will happen to you.'
The c this' and the ' that' have usually no logical
connection with each other, neither is there in
the mind of the child any thought of a particular
kind of power, or agent, meting out the punish-
ment. This kind of play is strikingly similar to
a large number of magical practices. Can it not
be regarded as the prototype of most taboo
customs ? In taboo there is usually no logical
and no qualitative relation between the prohibi-
tion and the punishment. Neither is there,
ordinarily, any notion of a particular agent
carrying out the threat. It involves, it seems,
nothing more than the assumption of a causal
connection between two facts brought together
by 'chance' association under the pressure of a
desire for food or success at war, or for the en-
forcement of a rule of conduct.1 The punishment
announced is anything on the efficacy of which
one may choose to rely. In Madagascar conjugal
fidelity is enforced by the threat that the betrayed
husband will be killed or wounded in the war;

1 See, for instance, many of the prohibitions included in the
initiation ceremonies of the Australians in Spencer and Gillen,
loc. cit., chapters vii-ix.
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